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Exanatha was the disciple 


ae hy 
Ba of Janardana Pundit, a a Le 
ttatreya. He served his guru so faithfully that he pen erence of oe 


h 

“4 «ahead and put him in charge of his Mutt-accounts. One night, Ekana 

red Se "eer very late as he could not account for an expenditur of a 
e #inding hin completely absorbed in his accounts, his guru ps Hh n 


and said: 
"Ekanatha, if you bestow half of th ae 
will make you supremely happy." Se 


Ekanatha at once got up and fed at his ' | 

guru's feet. The S. 

a Divine Taraka Mantra and nade Dattatreya appear before pve bl 
m with the gift of singing songs in glory of the Lord. 
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One day, Lord Panduranga came in the guise of a poor Brahm os ee 
fered to become his servant if he would only provide him vith toon aa 
Ekanatha gladly engaged him as a water-carrier, and Kandayya, for +4 
servant's neme, made himself useful to his master in every way. For full 
twelve years the Lord drudged in Ekanatha's house/ like this, and Ekana 
no means of finding out who he was. a 

On @ Shraddha day Ekanatha asked his wife to prepare a feast. He was 
outside studying a book. Just then a Parigh street~sweeper and his wife 
@long. They stopped before his house and enjoyed the smell of the sweet. 
Coming from within. "But what is the use?" said they to themselves. "We 
outcasts, and there is no hope of our tasting any of these things." 

On hearing these words, Ekanatha's heart was deeply moved. He at o: 
out all the good things prepared for the oceasion and gave them eway to. 
Pariah couple who ate them with great relish. 2 

But the Brahmins of the place who had been invited to represent 
were furious and would not come to his house. For had he not dared 
outcaste that very morning? 
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Ekanatha and his wife did not know what to do. Just then Kandayya how ae 
said; bey 
"Sir, 4f the Srahmins won't come, why should you not ask the Pit: Ls 
selves to come in person ang receive the food-offering? They will arely 
respond to your call." ae 
Ekanatha at once prayed to the Pitri-Devas and Lo! they all stood bd 
him as holy Brahmins! Ekanatha fed them sumptiously and they took their | 
parture along the streets praising his piety ahd largeness of heart. 
mins of the place felt abashed and implored pardon. 
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Next day, as he was bathing in the river Ganges, a leper came and cried 
have been eaéterine from this feel disease for a long time. One night I 
dream that my disease would disappear if you Mgeree to give me the merit 
having fed a Pariah on a Shraddha day. Please have mercy on me and save 
Bkanatha replied: "Oh Brahmin, I willingly make over that merit to you and 
pray to the Lord that you may be cured." The leper bathed in the river and 
out completely cured. 
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d holy songs 
anchama and his wife used to listen to his dsicourses an 
a Pride tae One night, when all the people had gone, Ekanatha Ceo ore ae 
to his side and asked who they were. With tears flowing down his cheeks. 
ok that he was & low born re.eye but his love towards the Lord was the 
$4 fis presence there. Ekanatha's heart was moved and blessing the couple 
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yd + tgp what they wanted, The Pulaya's wife said; "Oh, Holy Sir, if you oid 
eel hy geeige our hut and partake of our feed, we shall become blessed. Bi 
Self" replied Exar such @ great favour." “You are greater beings than my hum 
Hiaky ed Ekanatha. "I shall gladly come and eat gut of your hands." 
Ae on, a man had a rich meal prepared in his gut and ceme to fetch th 
blockea ors &, on seeing him, rose up and followed him. But the neighbours 
eae S way and prevented him from going. Ekanatha insisted upon py 
road 1 forced him back into his house. "Oh Lord Krishna",sried Ekanatha, ’¢ 
pad og egey oe Aesop resates. These people know not what they do. In Tf. ne 6 
broken ureae o receive Thy grace. 0, help him, Lord, or he will die of 
6 poor Panchama returned home with a heavy heart and t . os 
had happened; cursing their hard lot, they ware about to throw seap ae 
@®l1l1 the good things they had prepared for the saint's dinner. Wonder of won 
Ekanatha stood before them, smilffig. They fell at his feet and took him wit 
Ekanatha ate to his heart's content and blessed his host. Just as he was ¢ 
out of the hut, some Brahmins noticed him and told other Brahmins of Ekena 
foul deed. Some of these went to Ekanatha'’s house to demand an explanatic 
himé for his conduct. But to their great surprise, they found him sitting - 
talking with some people. These latter told them that natha had not st 
out at allon thet day. The Brahmins now realiged that Got must have gone t 
Pariah's hut in the form of Ekanatha. They felt humbled and repented for ‘ 
cruelty to him. : ~ aa 
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A pious Brahmin of Dwaraka used to go to the temple of Sri Arishna th 
offer his worship with great devotion. One night, Rukmani Devi appeared 
in a vision and said: "The Lord 4s not in the temple at Dwareaka. He is sé 
4n Saint Akanatha's house as a menial under de the name of Kandayya. Go & 

and bring Him hither." — 
| The man woke up and hastened to Ekanatha's house in a far off village. 
natha received him kindly and asked him about the purpose of his visit. Wi 
tears streaming in his eyes the man told Ekanatha of his dream and said th 
_Kandayya was but the Lord in disguise. Ekanatha felt a thrill pass through 
veins. He ran out and went in search of Kandayye everywhere. But ndayya } 
‘not to be found anywhere. He broke out in great grief; "Oh, Lord, is it Th 
that servest me so? Ah, how many times have I exacted work from Thee. Wret 
that I am! Where is hope for me! Ah, Lord, unless Thou come before me and 
that Theu hast forgiven me, I can live no longer." With these words he fell 


sensel 658-« a 
es Cree came in running and lifted him up. As Ekanatha came to his s nse 
the Lord stood in all His Glory and said: "Ekanatha, grieve not for Me. I al 
ways take delight in serving My devotees. Think not that you have si Yo 
are My chosen devotee. I feel sorry to be away from you, put I shall be ly 
with you in some form or other." So saying, the Lord vanished. 
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Choka-mela ; we 


I “a 
Birth and early life. | 


One of the noblest of Vittoba's worshippers was Choka- or 
this story. His parents were Sudama and fukta-Bad who lived af meena * ae 
Pandharpur. In order to obtain offspring, Sudama made many pilgrimages to Pan- 
dharpur and constantly prayed to Vittoba to bless them with children. 5 “a 
One day, in the absence of her husband Sudama, it fell to Miakta-bai to con-— 
Vey mangoes from the Mahar lands to the Musalman governor of Bedar. On the way 
she saw a starving Brahmin who asked her for some mangoes. Mukta-Bai gave him 
Some fine mangoes which he ate with great relish. He then blessed her sai 
"You shall have fine children; call the eldest ‘Choka', because I have 
the Mangoes." With these words he disappeared. 
In due course a son was born, and he was given the name of Choka-mela. 
@few up to be a saintly boy unfer the pious and fbstering care of his pa 18 
One day it so happened that he was the only Mahar present at Anagod. He wa 
ordered to drag away the body of a large cow that had just died. The task wai 
too Bard for Choka for he was but, a mere boy. But Vittoba came to his help, | 
so the task was performed. When the work was finished, a high-born maiden wi 
had been blessed with the vision of the Lord, fell at Choka-mela's feet and 1 
ged him to accept her as his bride. a 
Soon Choka-mela left his home at Anagod and took up his residence at Pand 
pur in order to be nearer to his God. Ag a Mahar, he could not enter the tei 
But he prayed constantly to Vittoba frot Suter gate. Benied the privilege o 
Holy sight, he took on himself the humbler duty of sweeping the street and 7 
ways around the temple, and passed his deys in meditation and prayer. The t 
however, of a Mahar Saint was too much for the bigoted people of the ce; 
so he was persecuted. 
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Persecution and Banishment. , a 
One day, when Choka-mela was worshipping Vittoba from the outer gate, a B 
min scoffed at him and said: "Tell we what good are alle your gaige Sy ou 
ay and night et you may not venture into His Holy Sight. 1% i 
ship Vishnu day ght, yet y y t 
as impossible for you to enter Vishnu's Heaven as for a beggar to win a thr 
Choka-mela looked at him and humbly replied: "The sun, though unnumbered 
les away, still shdeds its rays on the lotus. So too the Lord of Heaven y 
look on me and listen to my prayers. From afer He sees and shrinks not ‘rom 1 
lowe But if He finds no temple A mind, though thou mayest be close to 
thou ert still far apart. 
net night, as if to prove the truth of Choka-mela's words, Vittoba & 
‘ int and bore him swiftly to Hig temple-he 
came to the humble cottage of the sain ship thea 
and taking the saint's hand in His told him that his was the worsnip 

the eatest pleasure. : | = 
oot Saas) bapriest who slept hah fogs Pheig patio er to tne eee hey 
"see,CHoka-mela sits in the shrine w is mes pk + San san 
hmin's ereed." They were .e 
the faith and fouled the Bra through the door, oried: "Now 
«mela, and dragging him ro w 
and at once seized Choka-mela, a a said: "Now, if a Mahar shoul 
hoka-mela softly smiled an . . NEA Pires 
ee A tg hile ing his pollution abide in her stream? Can my touch de- 
Bathe in the Ganges, wilt nis ? ® You do not speak 1ike wise men!®™ 
" d the ever-perfect God? Yo wai 
fide gnanghay Deiente got angry. Te thought, of the Meet cher and Sent & Gm 
- was too much for them. ey me paell 
them, the twicertermine latter sent for Choka-mela and asked him how Mes le csp 
age PO dared to enter the temple. To this Choka-mela y 
porn ’ 
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"Sire, God taketh me inside b 
y foree. What shall I do?" 
‘The king did not listen and ordered ham to be tied to a yoke and 


Glong the streets. After pun 
~ er punishing him thus, the king band chee: 
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Eventual Triumph —s 


_ Ome day, as he dined beneath a lime-tree's shade, the dark God (Krish 
Joined him, attired in His Divine robes. Choke-mela's wife brought curds 
Served then to the God; but as she served, some bit of curdé splashed o1 
ba's robes. The saint rebuked her and sad¢: "Is it thus you treat the L 
when He comes to dine?" . (he . ai 
A Brahmin priest heard these words, as he passed along the e He tt 
that the Mahar had blasphemed the absent God. Pushing forward in fury, he 
down the saint with his fist. Then he — in the river to wash his st 
and walked proudly to Vittoba's temple. Ang lo! what did he behold the 
saw the stain of curd on God's pitambar. His cheek was swollen and tear 
flowed from His eyes. oe 
The Brahmin saw and was filled with fear. Cursing himself for having 
him whom God loved best, he ran to the saint and begged pardon. Se req 
the saint to follow him to the shrine. Soon they xuekeit reached the 
\nd lo, when the saint made his appearance, the hurt cheek healed 
spread a smile over Vittoba's face. 
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“Saint Pathinatha r= 
Pathinathar was a merchant prince who had his argosies plying t 
peninsula and the ixsland of Lanka (Ceylon). Once Swen & sine-her as f 
Sad as his merchantmen did not return home in time. When the news of ¢ 
Safe adrival reached him, he hastended with joy to the port to see th 
ring his absence a Sannyasi called at his house for alms, but the mist 
the house asked him to wait for her husband's return. The mendicant mor 
incensed at that, and gave her an eyeless needle and a leaf with these 
written on it; . he a 
| "Ill-gotten gains nor buried treasure vast “o- are ey 
nor eyeless needle go with us at last." . a ae 
fhe good dame, not knowing the contents, handed them to her belove 
band on his return; and when he read the words and opened the 
a spirituality burst forth and a hatred for things temporal _— 
He gave away all his wealth to the poor tim and the needy and 1 
world. He went begging from door to door and hed no sense of me and 
Sister, to whom his mendicant life was intolerable, forgot all her ; 
him under the heartless tyranny of senseless publi¢ opinion, oT 
poisened cake to one a. 
The saint saw tiSugh it and left the cake in the eaves of her hoi 
house was in flame at once, and the good lady was smitten-with remor 
struck with the sanctity of her brother's person. 
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chayumanavar 
in times of old there lived i ua 
n the city of Trichinopol Chet , 
was the only daughter of a pi poly a Chetti girl. She 
other side of the Shunery. pious woman who lived in a #illage far away on the 


She was given in marriage to a east ; ll 
Petty trader in the Gity. The mother ge to a cast man-who was a 
. often used t | 
after staying with her for a few da S hose te hae ee I 
Course of time the daughter became big with ehild. 


ys would return home to her village. 

As days passed on, the mother got n al 
close at hand. The woman at once started for Eriehinopely, She mannan 
= Neak, of ae ery and found the river in high flood. There were no brid 

’ erry-boats. @ woman was at a loss to know what to é wrung nz i 
hands in despair and cried to the Lord; do. Ee oa 
‘ O Lord, there is none to attend upon my daughter at the time of her trav 

cannot be near her at this time. I entrust my poor child to Thy hands. I tf 
Beart: Shas Shen co the Frieat of the poor and the helpless." | hz 

ying thus, the woman resigned herself to the inevitable and stood on 

bank, waiting for the flood to subside. Lm EB 
the All-merciful Siva heard the woman's fervent prayer. He took the form 
the o1d woman and ran with a medicin-chest in His handé to the daughter's | 
The girl received the supposed mother with a frown and took her toctask fo! 
ming so late. The Lord bore it all cheerfully and attended upon her with g1 
care. She gave birth to a blooming boy, and the Lord did all the duties o7 
midwife. The mother end the baby were well taken care of. pi 

Three days thus passed. The flood subsided and the o14 woman made the 
of her way to the other side of the river and ran to her daughter's houss 
a heart throbbing with anxiety. Just then the Lord Siva was feeding the oa 
with milk. In rushed the poor mother trembling. At onee the Lord vanishe 
old woman sat near her daughter and explained the ci reenter which had 
dered it impossible for her to come in time. "Mother, but you were hare & 
time! Why do you prattle like this?" said the tar aig oT I —_ = 
explained the mother. "Child, know that it is all e Lord's work. 
now on the other side of the river, being held up by floods. The Lord in] 
Merey has responded to m4y prayer." So saying, she fell down in & swoon, ¢ 
come with joye The daughter also understood the truth now. In commemoravic 
this great work of mercy the Lord on the hill is still known by the name o 
Tha navear. ae 

The child, at whose birth the Lord Himself came to assist, grew up to bd 
handsome, intelligent and virtuous youth. a 

One evening, when he went to the temple of Thayumanavar, he came | 
deeply meditative sage on the threshold of the shrine of Dakshin i 
was attracted by him. He stood speechless, with none of his questioning pra 
about him and followed the silent master, asking him what the book was that 
was holding in his hands. The gracious sage told him that it was Siva ne 
Siddhi by Saint Aral Nandhi, and encouraged him to go on with his religio ls 
studies in his grahastha life tefore he could make himself fit for the 
Pathe srttnnk o pe 
Aecording, the youth pursued his higher studies and his sp ni 
was eagen agg ge chief Viysarangea. When the latter died, his ity ee x 
Ammal was at the helm of the government and became onene ae Rape yOUSREES 
devotee. Her sexcravings got the upper nand and she offered or pry ie tp 
Lity and her charming self without knowing what a spotless 1 Re rea - f 
saint pitied the lovely queen and left the place for good. He ie ua 
where he was knxkixa visited by his ay adalat ae easliaeeee ober 

ife of a house er. he: 
yailed upon to enter upon the 1 4 nt to Vedaranyam & 
.o the command of his guru, he we _ 
wishes and in obedience to ai, Of this union one ohild Kanaka Sa t) 
married o girl Yettcyor died in giving birth to him. The young widower teem 
cam wef the babe and nursed him with all a Father's care and kindness till a 
gace kooked after himself. 3 
came of age end 
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. At this stage the old Guru Mauna Desika appeared and told in 

had come for him to renaunce the world and devote his time to pray ei 

tation. As a homeless ascetic with no attire on, he went from one h 
to another, singing hymns in praise of Siva end x= drawing crowds 0 
by the sweet melody of his verses. He spent the evening of his life 

in ‘eommercing with the skies' and attained Samadhi in 17426 pee 
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How Tukarama crossed a swollen river. 


A caravan started one day for a distant town from Dehu, a smal e in 
Maharashtra. Thkarama joined it. All along the route, oan ee ee neiz 
time in talking noisily. But Tukarama did not like their coarse and empty tal 
He sang holy songs, keeping time to his rough music, and ed madly. 1e m 
ghants were d@cgusted with him and left him alone saying: "Your Hari has 
brought only ill-lack to you in your business. Lest the same fate should be! 
us all, we are leaving you." - re 
It was a dark night. The clouds gathered anf it began to rain,very heavi 
Three of his bullocks strayed away and he gould not find them. He drove the. 
other bullock before him,;but.in the darkness he did not know where he was_ 
inge The bullock thus fell into a pool with the sack on its back. fukarane 
gan to weep: —) 
"Oh Govinda!" he eried, “have you no merey on me? Three of my bullocks 
gone and the other is 4n the pool. Who will lift it up for me?” Pi. 
. Vithoba heard his prayers. He took the form of & guide and came to hebp 
He easily lifted the bullock and the sack out of the pool and YY lo! the 
and its contents were not spoilt. "Follow me carefully" the guide sa 
will take you to a town close at hand." ae 
fukarama did as he was told. On the way they head to eross a river swo. 
The guide,who was no other than Lord Vishnu,placed the holy 
fukarama got into it,  pullock, sack and all. The wheel mov: 


Ss 


- 


with floods. 
on the water. 


fukarama and the bullock were soon on the other side. : 

When the day broke, the Divine Guide vanished. Tukarama was grateful t 

Govinda and sang the Glories of the Lorde oe 
Pe? ee oi 

fukarama sells chiliiese nS 


One day Tukarama was sitting in 4 Shiva-temple and selling chillies. One 
one the customers came. When he was asked the price of chillies, he seid: 

may pay me #5 you please." Chillies cheap at the shiva-templel thus the n 

spread. There wes a rush for chillies. Some paid low prices, and a f wie! 
people did not pay anything at all. Tukarama saw that the sacks were emp? 
igh!" he rejoiced, mt have sold all my gooés quickly! what luck! Govindal ? 
4s all due to youl” But Govinda had pity on Mykareama.e He took the form of | 
servant and wearing ® fine livery on which was written the name of pepe 
went from house to house end said in & stern voice; “Pay mY master ei te 


2, eales. Brin the chillies here Pe 
price! Here are the s & $s gown the proper prie 1. Co: 


eople were afraid of the servant and pai 
tise’ the y he went to mukearama and said: "Naster, I have collected h 


ng the mone 
oot wah 4s due to youe Here 49 it." He then gave the money to 
til a 


'y 


How Tukaramé. helped a poor womane R 
elad an 


rly 
rahmin woman cane to Tukaramae She was very poo 

One te te ays a any old cloth to wears fukarane ibs oe ert 

hich was nanging om & P e mane 

ye Sah esha ng et the time and of course was in need of @ 


aveali,: the wife, 8 

f. She searched put could not fin Poa a 
cloth foZ {Pernt tine some people came to xkskk invite tukerema and Bis fe. 
a wedding. "Oh, what & gnane!" eried Avali.e "How can I appear bezo 
iothés to somevyone!" 
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While she was saying this, a fin — 
e¢ silken sari ata 
not ‘know where it came from. But che erate. was thrown over her. She did 


3 
ken aia was filled with wonder. "Vithoba!" he cried, "you have not forse. 
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How Tukarame looked ofter a Ragi garden. 


__ One day a farmer named Ranade met Tukaramea and said to him; "I have to go 
&way from the town for six months. Will you take car : till 
I come back?" Tukarame agreed. | F o of Bir ae garden bi = 
Renade went away and Tukarama took charge of the garden. The parrits and © 
swallows came and fed on the crops. Tukarama took pity on them. "Poor birds" 
he ssid to them, "what will you do when there is a famine? Eat as much 86 yo 
can, but not too much; otherwise you will be ill." an 
This was how fukarama watched the garden. The birds came every day and at 
up the whole of the crop. Tukarama spent his time in the gardfn singing hi 1 
SONS Awe 
The six“% months passed and the farmer returned. He was mad with fury wi 
didn't see a single grain of the stalks and made him appear before the jud 
for his neglect of duty. . mS 
The judge passed orders to the effect that Tukarama should pay two maw 
ragi to the farmer for the loss of his crope Tuksrama agreed to give Ranat 
two maunds of ragi. a 
fhe next morning, a friend of Tukerama went to the garden, and what a14 
see there? The field was rich with crops and every ear of corn was ripe. 
cut and gathered the crop weighed twenty-two maunds. ig 


Vv 
fukarama and Mambaji. 
One day Tukarama's cow strayed into the compound of Mambaji, a Bre nin,pD 
of his learning and jeslous of Tukerama. The angry Brahmin asked: "whose 6 
4t?" Some-one said: "It belongs to Tukarama." WHen he heard the name of Tu 


ma, the Brahmin became very angry. "I will teach a lesson to that fellow!" 
eried in a loud voice. \ a 


© 
ey 
ie 


When Tukarama went to the temple, Mambaji asked him, how he dared to dri 
his cow into his compound, and struck Tukarama with a thorny shrub on his t 
fhe thorns injured his body and made his back bleed. a 

Tukerema did not say a word, but only thought that perhaps he deserved 4 
He went to the temple and began to teach the people,unmindful of the i ¥ 
had received. He was going on with his teaching,but suddenly he stopped her 
saw that Mambaji wes not there. He ran to the Brahmin's house, ane 
his feet, s#id: “Holy and pious one, pardon this sinner for the offence & 
you. Pray,honour the meeting with your presence to-day 45 usual. Pe i 
was ashamed of his conduct. From that day,he and Tukarama became Ta 
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Shivaji meets Tukarama. 


. One morning, he 
eat Mahratta hero, Shivaji, wished to see Tukamara : 
9 camera? horses with gems and jewels and set out for Tukerema's vill 


with his followers. The party reached Dehu soon after sun-set. Tukarama was & 
the temple-Many people had come to hear his ype gree ati the Sane aa 
ghivaji made his way throvgs the ct and worshipped hime ‘ 
sea icon saw She j evel s,ho cried; "Whet is all this, Menared! a at 
t money end jewels? Vithoba is enough for me. tie is my re en s f 

nae you to give these presents to Brahmins. I shall be please yo will ; 
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ji Listened to the outpour 
He me to renaunce his kingdon 
‘gs the earnest entreaties 


perfors his duty as a king, to ho! 
Shiva) obeyed the Saint. 


s of Tukamara and ripen 
nd all. his wealth and become 
Shiveaji's mother, 
women and protect the EH: 
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Tulasi Das was a Sarayuparina Brahmin b “on 
P y birth. His birth was unf 4 
ede cpa under @ conjunction of stars which was considered to Bee hiry 
a lg’ gate ekg ert themselves,the father and mother abandoned him. A 
p and took car - pee 

te date 4? Bans. are of him. It was from this sadhu that he lear: 
While yet young, he married a girl named Ratnavali and had a sil 
7 | | son » Te 

: sect erie ge delet te his wife. After the son had been born, ole Manne 
8 cane home e found that his wife hed gone t te hawen oS 

without letting him at of ite ‘ & o her father's house — 


4N - a 
. ®ylasi Das was restless and mad because of the absence of his wife. E e res 


ved to start at once for his father~in-law's house. The night was far advane 
and it was pitch dark everywhere. The rains ware pouring ete the =r as) 
blowing furiously. But Tulasi Das’ heart was set upon the journey. Undaunt et 
_ ther by the terrible darkness oP by the inclement weather, he zot out of hi 
at use and ran on speedily till he came to the, bed of 4 river which he found 
dn high flood. With a reckless disregard of his life he soon plunged into 
stream. The waters were about to devour him when, fortunately, a rotten or 
_ game floating by. Thinking it to be a piece of wood, he caught hold of it. 
maneged to. reach the other side with great difficulty. His limbs had beet 
completely tired out by now, but he could not think of any rest for himsel: 
he had reached his wife's side. So he again began to ran and continued to2 
for some hours till he had reached his destination. But here another diffi 
faced hin. | ae 
Phe doors of the house had been locked from inside. He knocked many tim 
there wes no answer. The impatient man thought of scaling the walls and get 
inside. A huge cobra was hanging down from the well, and taking it for a pit 
of rope, he caught firm hold of it and climbing up the wall, found his belo 
‘pet 


wife sleeping on the other side. He woke her Up. The lady wes astonished t 
him at that hour of the night ana asked him why he had com exposing himsel 
the wind and the rain, end how he had got into the house. Tulast Das told 
that it was his infatuation for her that had brought him there and that. z 
sealed the wall with the help of the rope whieh she im her love for him had 
humg up. The lady had done no such thing and s0 in order to see how her hust 
had come she lighted a lamp and went near the wall with him. To their great 
prise and horror they saw a huge serpent there. The wife was touched by h 
‘band's devotion and she said: "You have such a fondness for my body which is 
a cage of bone and flesh. If you nave even a tenth pert of this love for tame 
ery blessed you will be.” ae 
Becta ch hearing these words, Tulesi Das became ‘converted’ and ep! 
again for his own. villagee His wife who had by no means eny idea of produe ng 
violent a reaction followed, calling him back and asking him to stay and ea Bi 
thet she might return with hin. But ‘what could a fan do in the face of a whil 
wind?’ Tulasi Das from thet moment became & released worshipper of Ram@e ‘A 
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fyulasi Das and the Cowherd. 


t lled Kant. Th 
- ne course of his journeys Tulasi Das went to ® place ca | 
n oasis ise a3 find no place where he eould get any food, but was distressed 
m4 see the people devoted to customs and manners of femal demons. Beng 
on cowherd of the place, however,was very kind to him. His name atene | 
an ; Lain,where he used to offer hosp y 


gattle-yard in the open Pp 
Antz: Bon. with pb | humility he invited fulnsi Das thitngy ome Te angar o 
i boiled down into oa and Ate. : 
milk sith Sree the eae egzed that he niente ae endowed Wi te a eae th 
' whieh was ehort-Livea,™ ng ed fey 
he Lord, and are) "ee ype le geno family commit no theft and avoid causi 


as replied: "If you #n 
sae ets gti on o any person,your desire will be fulfilled." 
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It is said that the blessing has been fulfilled. 
lil 


One day a murderer came 
alms to me, & murderer!" Suidet Sancueers nok Es "For the love of Rama,t 
house,gave him sacred fo ’ ng e beloved name,called him t 
to be purified and sang viaiyn chant gr been consecrated $¢ She Sota 
) ses in honour of 

held an assembly and sent for him,asking: cll The brahmins of 1 
art had he eaten with hin?® e murderer's sin absol 
asi Das replied; "Go and read your $ re 
7 | eriptu pet 

entered your hearts! Your int allecte are not ptures! thets sia 
oe psa ees souls." They maintained that they xneuet the yeu 
s recorded in the Scriptures and 8 festive i 

obtain salvation?" Tulasi Des then eakee eee te a his Se r 
Gould convince them,and at length they agreed that 4f the Sedo “3, eae 
would eat from the wurderer's hand, they would confess theaselves ‘be wro 
‘The wan was taken to the tewple,sand tae pull at once ate out of hig hands. 
“or oy tne eta cen es ee repentance of even the greatest sinner is ac 

ord. The miracle had the eff vga ie 

making PeEGEa A itely lives. e effect of converting thousands of m 
@ result enraged the Kali-Yugea (the present ege of sin item 
cane to Tulasi Das and threatened him saying: "Iz will Pet ehtine 
thee, unless thou promise to stop this jnerease of piety." Full of terror 
Das confitted everything to Hanuman who told him, to lodge a comple: yn 
court of the Lord Himself. "write a Binaya Patrika,2 petition of complain 
I shall get an order passed on it by the Master and will be empow ed to. 
the Kali-Yuga." Tulasi Das accordingly wrote & collection of beautiful * 
touching hymns addressed to Rama unter the title of Binaye Patrikas — 
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a appeared before him in a dream and commanded him 

a in the vernaculer language used by the common people. In 
spirit of true devotion and humility he took up the God-ordained work and 
pleted it in a short time. One day,when he was bathing at the Manikarnika 
a Pandit who was proud of his high Learning and attainments in Sanskrit,e 
up to him and said: "Reverend Sir,your honour is & learned Sanskrit pandit 
therefore,did you compose an Epic in the vulgar tongue?" Tulasi Das repl! 

"Wy language in the vulgar tongue is imperfect, admit, but it is better 

the nayikavarmanas of you, Sanskrit-knowing gentlemen.""How is that?" ask 
Pandit. "Because" gaid Tulasi Das, “if you find a jewelled vessel 
gon and an eartgen cup full of ambrosia, which wilt thou refuse and 
thou accept? Tell me this after considering the 


4nto silence. 


write a Ramayan 
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nt to steal end plunder’ Tulasi Dast ods, 
4d arrow in His hand. Whereever they mo ed, 1 
form approached them with ready shaft. They were terrified;and although they 


went round and round,they could not get rid of the watenman.e At day-br +} 
came and asked Tulasi Das: aark-complexioned 1a of yours 


‘on hearing this question,he remain 
thet he nad, knowing that Rama Himself 
were 4nitiated and received instruction 


Onéce some thieves came py nig 
saw & ecloud-derk form with bow an 


and became pure of hearte 
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__Ramadasa's first Vision of Kama, eee ey 
5 af ae 
One rainy aay evening a poor man came to Ramadasa's house. He was elad in 
rags and was shivering with cold.Ramadasa took him a oth 
and & nice dinner. - : 2 eye 00d ahem 
"Brother,which is your native place? Where do you go now?" asked Ramedasa 
"You are very kind to me" the stranger replied. "I live on the hill of Bhadr 
Peeant There is no one to care for me now. I go about the country and live 
ailMS. ; , : ae 
Barly next morning,the guest took leave of Remadasa. Ramadasa ues Lose 
him,as he wags going away. To his great surprise,the stranger seemed to a 
young and beautiful. He turned back. Kamedasa sew his face. It was the Div: 
Rama Himself. The vision was granted to Remadasa only for a mimte, Shen Bi 
could not see any one on the road. yaa 
Ramadesa felt sorry.Hizs Beloved had come to his house,but he had ot hi 
the eyes to see Hin. Ria. 
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Ramadasa could not rest till he saw His Beloved at Bhadrachalam. 
ted one day for the place. He walked all the way. He saw a ruined & , 
top of the hill. Inside it there was a beautiful image of Sri Rama. He “wo 
ped the image. Then he talked to some people there. S, 

They told him; "Onee upon a time this temple was very famous. But now, th 
4s no reguler worship here. The Nawad does not care for our temples. As 4: 
king, so are the subjects." a 

Ramedasa heard them with tears and then seid to himself: "I now see the 
ning of the vision.The Lord came to me to command me to renovate the templ 
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have no money,but I am sure He will show me the way." » ithe 
Remadase then returned to Nelgonda, his native placee ° 
IIl 


Ramadasa as Tahsildar. 


Ramadasa spent away everything he inherited from his father in servi 
poor, and became a baggar. All the people af the village pitied him. 

With poverty his devotion to God grew greater and greater. His desire 
puild the temple at Bhadrachalam anew gpa py day by day. What could h a 
He prayed day end night: "0 Lord, show me € Way. a ae 

posvannbels for him, the Tahsildarship of Bhndrachalem was vacant at he- 

and his uncles,Akkanare and Madanna, who were respewtively army co er an 
Prime Minister took pity on him and recommended his name for the vacant ; 

The Nawab was pleased with him and at once made him the Tahsildar of 
chal ame 
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Ramadesa builds the temple of Ramae 


Ag &® Tahsilder,Remadasa did his duty very well. Hie was kind to all. He} 


the poore The Nawab heard all this and was glad. the tenple on the Bill 


L@e 
The exemple of Ramadasa was not lost on the peop th Ramadasa; “We should 


became more popular. All the people began to think peed to build the temples 
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six Lakhs of Varahar of the Circsr money. He thought:"Why not me 

in the Lord's service? No wrong would come of it. If srt neal rages 

_ Whole world will be pleased." . a 

Right or wrong, the large amount of Corcar money was spent openly. fhe 

temple was completed and it looked very grand. The worship was conducted 

gularly Ramadasa was satisfied.The object of his life was fulfillef. 
ae ¢ a ) 
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Remadasa a Prisoner. _ — 
The news that Ramadasa has spent the Ciresr money in building the ¢ 
Bhadrachalam soon reached the ears of the Nawab. 4e was very angryeiie se 
dozen sepoys to arrest Ramadesa. Soon they entered his house and dem n 
immediate payment of the Cércar money. Ramadesa made no reply. He prep 
follow the sepoys. He gave good counseld to his wife and son and came 
the street. There was a large crowd. Every one was weeping. Ramadasa ¢ 
them and said: "Do not be sad. All will be well with meeSing the pre 
The sepoys took him to Golconda. The Nawaw asked him; "How dare yot 
the Corear money?" Ramadasa was silent. a 
Fhe Nawab ordered the sepoys to torture him and to put him in pris 
took him at his word and made Ramadaga stand on burning @ands in the 
with a hea¥y weight on his back. They beat him, spat in his face, bowl 
with heavy chains and left him alone in a dark cell. Ramadasa submit 
everything meekly. He closed his eyes and chanted the name of the 
In course of time the men began to think: "It is useless to tr 


so they left him alone. Bo , 
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How Ramadasa was released. 


Twelve years went by. Ramadasa was still in jail. His body was re iu 
skeleton by the frequent fasts t®@ which he subjected himself. He spent 
the time singing the glories of the Lord. oe 
One night he felt a burning pain all over his body. He could not be 
and made up his mind to put an end to his life. Just than & voice was. 
say: "Despair not! I am with thee!" Ramadasa eagerly looked around, Bu 
Could see no one. He seid to himself;"It is the voice of my Beloved. rey 
Morning dawned. The Nawab wtood neeseme before him in his cell and” 
for ness. Ramadasa was surprised. is. 

: Perea this moment I am the servant of your servants" said the Na de 
added: "wo merchants came to me last night. They were handsome looking 3 
men. One of them said: "We are brothers. My name is Ramaji. My brother's 
is Lakshmaji. We are servants of Ramadasa and come from iar ap 
come to pay you the money due to you from Ramadasa." They then is om 
@ purse & heap of gold coins and demanded a receipt fot t od yo 
receipt for six Lakhs of Varahas. On receiving it, they dimpesr Rips —_ 
knew no bounds. I thought they could not have been ordinary ae con 
were opened as to the great wrong that I had done to you. I have come 


7 d ne" : ~— 
ee te oe soy yan down the face of Remadasa, as he heard the events witl 


" gaid hee 
rapt attention. "You ere blessed elease of Remedasa. Remadasa went to 


nee ordered the r 
eer the Nawab and showed him the temple of Sri Rama. Both < 


worshipped the Lord and sang His praise. 
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Gmana Sambdandar 
——— ccc een tesnhdeentiasteatenss ene eesti 
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ee 


One day Shiva Pada Yruthatyar (father of 1 
Sambandar ) wa ~ 
Cen yank for his usual bath. The little sha, kee three venee ane 
fe) greta his father and cried. The man took the child to the tank, — 
¢ went into the water breast deep and closing his eyes and uttering sg 
mantras dipped himself three times. Meanwhile the chila caught sight of 
tower of the Shiva temple and was immediately inspired to sing the name 
Lord and His consort Parvati, eae 


the Divine Father and Mother mounted nm the bull and at 

. appeared before 
sobbing child. Instructed by shiva, Parvati poured some milk from Mee, a 
into a gold cup and appeased the child's hunger. ba 


48 soon ag the milk of Divine Knowledge was given the child sto . r 
and sang a hymn, describing Shiva in perfect style. . Hed 
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How he cured a msiden. : 7 
LO Ite eames aelienen tsensthaiontnadideen Mets ~ 


In one of the temples et Malnad a man called Mollimalavan was orayt 
God. His daughter was suffering from a dreadful disease. The doctors ga’ 
@11 hopes about her. Mollimalavan took his daughter to the temple and 1 
before God and prayed for Divine mercy. While he was thus praying he 
trumpets blowing and the herald crying out the name of Gnana Samba ar 

Leaving his daughter at the foot of the altar he ran into the town @ 
at the feet of Sambandar. The whole party then moved on to the temple. 
near the Sad Sambandar saw a girl lying down in & hopeless and helpl 
dition ang asked, who she was. Mollimalayan then told him that he was 1 
fortunate father of the girl and wept. ae Ss oa 

The boy-saint took pity on the girl and prayed to Shiva to restore | 
good health. At the close of the hymn she woke up as if from sleep. The 
and the Girl then fell at the feet of Sambandar and worshipped hime 


é 


ae! 
Fanine-relief. 


Once the two saints, Appar and Sambandar, were staying at a place ¢c 
Milali. They heard that a famine was raging in the country. The Maver 7 
dried up. There was not a single biade of grass anywhere. Men and cattl 
dying in large numbers every day. The two saints were deeply distre set 
prayed to the Lord of Milali to save His dewotees from the famine. e G 
peared to them in a vision and ssid: "We heard your appeal. The people © 
place will get relief through you both. You will find two gold coins om 
alter every morning." Next morning the saints went to the altar and f 
@old coins, one on each side of the altar. With this money they bot ae foe 
and gave it to the hungry Seivites. Thus the good work went on till & Ms 
was free from famine. re 


mm ig 


LV 


At the temple of Vedaranyam . 


t { 
wo saints Appar and Sambandar then went to worship the God a dar: 
“2h gig Ma Bg coke thh Vedas themselves worshipped God theres 6S oe Vv 
An one was thought fit to enter the temple by the main  petye ee by th 
locked themselves. Now Appar and Sambander wanted to enter e Pp th 
main gate. They waited long before it, but it did not opene ‘ on 
Appar than sang a hymn in honour of the Lord, imploring Him to op he 
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; open ee 
pprtes. At first the doors did mot 42 but when the last quatrads af) 

‘wes reached, the gates flew open, to the wonder and admiration of the wot 
bing crowd. The saints prostrated thenselves before the Lord and sang His 
Ties. a 
Before leaving the temple, Sambandar sang another . ve 

Which the doors shut again of their own noeords othe hymn As a x 
the people of Vedaranyam had a sight of the Lord that dey owing 
Sence and grace of the "Great Ones". But how were they to have the bl 
sight hereafter? They fell’at the feet of the saints and recnested : 
the way. fhuyxrfekk Sembandar asked them to sing the songs which they 


per tang on that day, telling them that the All-Merciful God ful : 1 t 
esires. | e. 
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Sundara Pandya. 


in the time of the ssint Sambandar, the Pandya king was known 4s 
(Pandya, the hunch-beck). He was a staunch Jain and hated the Saivas 
sr one peel hatred. But the queen mangayar-pavasi was a lover of Siva s 
evotecse 7 = 
Once Kun Pandya was suffering from high fever. The Queen and the M: 
were slarmed and sent for Sambandar. He came. The Queen bent low at hi 
and said: "The king is very i111. Wheat can I do?” a 
"Do not be afraid" seid Sambandar. "Everything happens for the 
.king will sllow me, I can cure him of the fever." ae 
In the meanwhile the Jhin doctors had been ordered to cure him, Tht 
to Arhat, but no, the fever continued. meas. 
. Then the Gueen humbly said: "Let me bring the Brahmin saint. He say 
- eure you." — ei 
“Very well, bring him here!" ordered Kun Pandya. a 
Sambandar came and sitting near the king's bed he rubbed the body of 
king with the holy ashes and sang ® Pathigam. Lo! the body became cool 
ly. And the king rose from his bed as if he had had no fever. 3: sie 
Kun Pandya now said: "Oh, Holy Saint Sambandar, from this day 2 
humble follower. Please take me int® your fold and give me upadesa.” 
The upadesa was duly given end Kun Pandya became a true Salva. Bue 
was not satisfied, She fell at Sambandar's feet an@ said; Lord, my hus 
is now your devotee. Pray remove the hunch from his back." Sam dar c8 
Kun Pandye to his side end singing a hymn, he rubbed the Holy Ashes on 4 
back. Lo! The King stood tall and straight in all his glory. Kun a 
changed into Sundara Pandya. | 
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of the probable consequences thet would follow , when Yamuna. 


Yamunacharya was placed under one Maha 
famous Pandit of the time » to study the various 
aes and philosophyeIn common with the others o 
P % used to pay an annual tribute to one Akkiyal 
Chaplein ,eand the terror of all the learned men ’ 
One day his servants came to demand of him his 7 
the Pandit was not behind others of his cless in the possession 
only uality they hed in common « extreme poverty sHe was gloom 


over his inability to pay the very small sum of money — 


, 


to him pad. anid - ' What is it that lies so h on my Lord's 
othing , my dear b ' replied the Pandit , ‘but th 

demand of thet haughty man ,, elvan , for his ennual 2 % 

I fear I shall not be able to send ite’ 3 ihe 

Yamuna leughed long and shrill, ' What ! You to 
trifle to cloud the serenity of your mind ! Then, have I 
servant to no purpose 7* , 7 

He thereupon turned to the messengers and seid with a 
leugh of derision , ' Tell your master from me that Mahe Bhashys 
Bhatte 's pupil denies his right to any tribute and thus tears. 
orders to pieces . ° " 

When the news was carried to him , Akkiyalvan we a1 
himself with rage »« ‘Is he &@ mere composer of rhymes ori prof 
in the Shestras 7?" —- he sent back word « Yamunats reply almog 
his breath away. ' No mere poet am I , nor & mere Shastrin , 
& terror to bg | one that dare oppose me in disputations « *” 

' This is passing strange ',thought the Pandit ,and in 
the King of it «The latter commanded Yamuna's s#eesence te 
presence before him ,but his mandate fared no better . ‘There : 
something in all this ' ,said the King to himself -'Great indeed 
be his merit or his audacity who should dere trifle with me th 
Well , I shall assume the best «' 4 palanquin and the other ae 
eppurtenances of honour were sent to fetch him ; and Yamuna g 
satisfied at last of having made himself felt ,set out for the 
palecee Meanwhile he sent & messenger to the King to proclain/ 
presence = ‘¢* The Great Yanunscharya ,the terror of 411 that | 
oppose him in argument ,is on his way here . Your esty would 
well to search the whole of India ,from the snow-capped Him 7 & 
to the shores of the Southern Sea ,samctified by the feet of 5: We a 
Ramachandra ,to furnish him with @ Pandit worthy to hold de wi 
him in any branch of knowledge ,lay or spiritual . * Beak: 

In due time ,he reached the palace ,and the Royel Pa £. 
wes all eager to engage him in argument then and there » But ia 
Yemune was too clever to be taken at a disadvantage «' Nay » not J 
gaid he to the King ; ' if we were to argue before Your Majesty g 
you would not be able to find out who won ; and neither of 9 vould 
willingly @cknowledge that he had been defeated. So let the mnaed 
men of the place be assembled ,and an wupire chosen e' It took ne 
time ,for all the town was there to witness this strange intellectual 
combat between that slip of a boy and Akkiyelvan ,the hero of mony 
a hard-won fight. 

‘ea Enoen who was wate with a curious interest the 
str scene ~,s88id to the King , ' My heart yearns after the br 
boy Ef he be worsted ,as I know he cannot be », I consent to be 
thrown to the wild dogs; but if he wins , pou should promise me 


give him half of your kingdom.' The King ,whose faith in the ine 
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vulnerability of his Pandit strong , readily d the 
and ogg Henge Mogg it wana ie a walk-over for 4 kkiy 
By that t » the vast audience then densely 7 
a, of Pandits , Shastrina ,poete, roaming 
The Sing took his seat ,and procee 
Yemunacharya came out victorious in 
rose and said y' Pair Sir , I need not point pote ie to 
rules of the challenge your honour is fo Oo 
RUEE ste Gua chootheteaas tho shentineeiak TI hl 
But you _ thenk your mgt Hg hairs ,eand the position y 
? it at I spare you the 
“to yo 4 that you would do do well to 


ion teagan t you have to live in Usexniag tok ante = 
using your talents position to fit and 
eo your class , and not to: t or oppress them» bi 
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lis end la a the ee 
: ¥ out & flower-gerden for the use of the Lerd&: 
Ya da thet plese. ixishaa followed hie master's 
himeelf go completely te the service of the Lord that he prom 
very fest in holiness and purity. | mo 
One day , two huntere went inte the temple te | 
worship to the Lord and left their shees cuteide in charge 6 
faithful hounde. Very seen the animale begen te querrel ,an 
quergel developed into ® set fight.their owers rushed out at 
noiee ,ond , by their cries ,encouraged the alsoete furiat 
ba) them , 


Att og ood 
Sri cvishn& aeiehud Hethe o ane of the 
ae@mengel end wes @ nerried nen. Hethe Muni ind 
ries of the True Peith ,and directed bia 
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hounds « large crowd of sight-seere gathered 
with deep interest the strenge combot. iu 
in the end , one of the deoge wee so fright: , 
the other thet it fell te rise no more ,and ite owner 
rége at the logs of his fevourite hound irew his 
the heed ef the victor.forthwith flashed the eword of ites 
upon hia ,and leng and fiercely did they os py uatil both o 
lay on the ground , bleeding to death ef their countless wor 
tetawhile , Sri Srishme iekehai Reth® wes en : 
epecteter eof the whole ,being prevented by the dense orowd | 
proceeding te the temple to ley his deily gerlead ef fli od. ; 
feet of the Lerde The acene affected him curi ' 
powerjelli et once , he flung aside she _gestens eried 
' Le | theese poor aainale,irretionel devoid of the D> 
have eheexfuliy ieid down their lives in the service 
masters ,cut of pure attechsent ead gratitude s4ad ¢ 
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have eeorificed theagelyes to avenge Ga lig 

enimel whos they celled their own , enG who Jo om to 
for protection. And shall I conciude thet the BR 
@reat-liother are lese atteched to their children end er 


to their sufferings 7 Yar from me be such on 
here I renounce every coridly tie ,and teke my 
infinite Sercy-leri ,Thy will be dons f' 
He wes @ chenged s¢n from thet moment ,and 

etrenger etill. In imit«tion of the hounds thet b 
conversion ,he reduced hieseif to « stete of méture ane 
on all fours. Bt the dewnef the dey , he weat out of the wali 
clean his body and ren beck "to the temple ,where he Ley Shem 
under @ tree within ite wlle , silent ,metiesless and 
tion. Hie Kaster tack good care to see thet he whe & 
very little food he required.The etrange epectegle ett 7 
crowds from ali parte of the landeSome gesed et him 1d) th 
curious eye ,or pitied oe exh elenaes him; while others offe: ; 

ir reverence from « (ietane@e | ia 
~cag Gane night , the people of thet place sae and e 
end old , hed « dreem in which the lord Bhakte Vatesla appested 
thes and seid , ' To-morrow et euch eo hour ef the day 98 
present yourselves at My temple , for 2 mean to teke unto 
moat beloved servant of Mine .even Gri Erishom . * 
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here wee & potter a 


distance on tiraseticite end hie wife 
lord Venkatesan ,0nd es beceme peor ve St. sa 
image ot their = house pace ee € 
How there wee « 
very dear to the Lord and rege se 
letuses made of pure gold.one yo he 
golden lotusce thrown down snd tuses 
Ai wie the ord. And that too 


After ® long and weary seerch 
and hie wife; watched them ley their 
signt "ac such perfect sovotiSn sul dat auch 
sight of suc ec HOS 
Mviteoresaee an hin the Ee rites fevourite end nis own 
forthwith took refuge in iy . 
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‘ae 2 played the part of a servant towards His devotee 


During His incernations on earth » the Lord has re t 


ble.There wes not one act of service that | 
performed towards Hinself sbut He discharged it aie full: 


the Lord at Kanchi.lord VYearedareje would converse wiht m fer 
into the night .Now ,He would suddenly some upon iy 2 
of one of his disciples bringing him his sandalg H | 
come upon him as a servant of the temple ,lighting him o1 
homéeSo much so , that Kanchi Purna was quite vexed snd eshem 
BO ,one day , he said top himself ,' My Lord will very soon ma 
forget myself and what I ove Himel shall go over to TMrupa 

I believe , it will not be so bad as here »' But after a $i 
he was surprised to hear Venkatese say ,' You have s hea 


‘enough.Repair to Kanchi and fan us there ,where we heirs “i 


oy 


because of the Fountain of Fire from which we sprange’ Kanchi 
returned to Kanchi ,end when he wes & short wey from it , 
met by the Lord ,who said to him ,' And so ,you would fly #; 
would you ? ' = ' Ney , my Lord , Your kindness makes me eshan 
myself g'= ' Well ,you will get over it ,in course of time .! 
he did ; for the Lord never changed His ways eIn fact , He use 
arm in @xrm with the Divine “other in the halls of the le 
to the eyes of KanchiPurn® alone. " Sale 
Ramenuja was very much sttracted by warfea Beane 
@pirituel eminence of Kenchi Purne (otherwise ¢ | 
concluded that he could not find a better master te . 
Sought him out ,and ,with humble salutations ,seid ,* i 
thy will ,deign to accept me as one of your pupils and set 
upon the path thet leads to the Lord of all «' ' » not s 
dear Sir. Far be it from me to assume a position I am a t ae 
$GeTou wanted to do this ,induced perhaps by | a 
Varadereaje extends towards my unworthy self e° ' ,intes 
Remanuje , ' the Sacred Books teach us that the Great Gnei E | 
birth in all classes of society sand thet birth is but @ mi 
Sideration in the case of these that heve been behind 
have seen the Lord face to face.’ ' ney ; you do oo & 
honour .I am entirely unawerthy of ite But ,even grant it fer 
ergument's sake ,should we not bethe first to see the | 
tions of caste and the ckasees are perserved in their ori 
purity ? Heve not the Great Ones based the constitution of a¢ee= 
society on these 7? The man of perfect knowledge should sot um 
settle the foolish whose knowledge is imperfecte’ ' af votion 
you shell be none the leas for the social barriers tha all 
vent the resligation of my dearest hopes ,' sadly replied 
and took leave of Nambie 5 
| All the live long night Remanuje lay thinking how to AG 
plish his object. He weated to pertake of the remains of B s 
hoping thus to eatebliesh an indirect spirituel connection with Has 
The next morning he proceeded to Nembi's residence and entreated 
to parteke of a mesi in hie house thet noone'Be it a t 
with @ emile.Resenvja returned to his dwelling plece | 
wife to prepere her beet ageinst the arrivel of his friends Ie 
went through hie daily duties and took the way to Nembi's 
the southern street.Moanwhile , Nembi » whose keen eye noth 
escape ,divined the intention of his friende Go bh rea 
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Once Ramanuja went to Gosti,Purna to get self : ated 
_» adnto the secrets of the Charama SlokaeThe latter led to ar a 
» above and took careful precautions that no one approached the places 
He then made Ramanuja swear by his feet that he would not divulge 
it toanyone whatsoever and out of his g at leve < 
and compassion initiated him into the secrets of the Charema Sloke, 
the last and and the most precious teaching of Lord Kris ae 
*" Bear well in mind the injunctions of the Lord Himself 
‘Never is this to be spokem to any one who is not self-controlled 
without devotion ,not to one who desireth to listen or yet to ome 13 
Speaketh evil of Me . He who shall declare this supreme secret among 
devotees ,having shown the highest devotion for Me ,doubtless 
shall come unto Me' =~ amd teke care it falls not upon the ears ¢ 
, " Never would I be guilty of such a hefinous sim ; but, 
follower and friend Srivatsanka (Alwan ) is as faithful a serval 
the Lord as one could desire ,and I cannot withhold it from hims 
"He may 938 you say , be qualified to receive it; but 61 
, dn his case let him wait upon you for a year; test well his since 
. *, end earnestness; and if you are thoroughly satisfied with him y — 
, instruct hime® ot 
aay * Thy command shall be obeyed “ ,repliedR@manuja ,and % 
leave of hime > an 
. Immediately upon his return Srivatssnke waited upon him 
and to him said Ramanuja:-* It is only now that Alavandar's grace 
towards me has borne fruit; it is only now that his prayers to t 
of Kanchi have been answered ; it is only now that the H 
Purma has made me the heir to Immortality. He has strie enj 
mé@ ,even in your case , to requife of you to wait upon me for 
year and to initiate you thereafter if an satisfied with he r 


ha 


sain 


earnestness of purpese and sincerity of deovtion devotions * 
. Srivatsankea withdrew in sorrow and said &o fk 
wait for a year ! and presume upon the certainty of my stay 3 L tk 
body till then ! Iwill have it or die | " 4 bright idea flag! 
across his mind and he cried , ' Now I have it; the Smritis lay it 
down that a month's fasting at the gates of one's gura is equal i 
merit to waiting upon him for & yeare Anyhow I have a the 

evil," and for a menth he waited at the gates of Ramanuja's Math, 
fasting and sleepless ,but calm end serene 4s eversRamanuja came to ; 
of it and ,touched to the core of his being by his devétion *o-hin 
and earnestness , imparted to him the Last Worde 
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| The reforme Was@naj® iatroduced in the 
the etrictnese of disci,iins that he enforced 
gneseeilebility by any temptations ,roused the ¢ « off 
‘ast nim who had waxed fet and led snd esey ife under 
lenient régiwe. They very soon understood were 
ag long @s Remenujg wie St the head of eft | | 
no ghance of his being otherwise Death sions | ERS 
nie plese ,end centh alone would seke his powerless age 
and his death they eet theaselves to GompesBe Bis . 
regular ; he lived upon the food that he begg 
holders |,and liwited his visite $e seven wneesnde 
oR nouses. So his enemies pribed 
te poison his food; Sad the ereteh ordered his wife 
Resenaj® when he should cous to their house on his round 
stoutly refused ,but being horribly tortured to de BE 
the poisoned food before the Gaster ,prostrated a 
and took the opportunity slightly to serateh with her fin 
the feet of the Biseed “ne. & Little tho over that | 
the state of things; he threw awey the pe soned 

of the Ganvery ead from thet time he Aiscentinued 
preferring to fest rather thes expose his life use 
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Somehow Goshté Purne cone te know of this ,aad Bs 
Sri with the utaost speed. tamenuss gene with b 
seet him end met him et noon in the peraing 
feel at the feet of nie Master end lay there 
te get upelut Goshti urn lecked on in : 
eee too wuch for h 
beloved Master wes obliged to fast were now 
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One worsing ,it raincd cats ond dogs ,and ¥ 

for alms, AS 1¢ Was quite unusual for aleee "to nae 

ewains of the previous day's alag ,he conducted the worship of — 

househfold God ,contecting cisself with placing at Sig feet a Zs 

a buable offering ,and fasted the whole day. The shades of night 
paid mis usuni visit to the uerits House ,whenee he returned — 

eli aaiee greciting the Sacred Collect, Some hours Later | eh 
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priests were plecing before sri Reogosatha the wi 
the ususi biare of trusipets anounced Lt to the expos 


| tant 
the wife of Siws a ,heard Lt too ,ead glaneing at her lord 
sleeping peacefully ,said to nerselft- err 
Verily ,» ay LO?d Ruscanethn,you are having 2 nics tine 


i 


ene Speke out of o henvy heart , for ,what was &i 
Rangenatha or @ri anyoody to her ,ebove her husband Or 
he was the Perfect San ,her ieruge her Suppert Go 
her Guru here and hereafter for ali eternity jand wha rt of a 
was he serving who allowed his devoted servant toa go without the 
barest uweans of sustenence ~ « thing whith the very owners G& 
eattie do not deny to thelr dumb sieves T She was Fight, and 
We appcered to Uttame Nesbl (the master of the ten 
 itehem) in his sleep ,and said;-' ay friend , 4lwen seere. 
' GO and take this supper that bas been served Me just now and Cayry 2 
to hiu on your head with ell the warks of henour dve te Me on sugh 


OCCksigna, 4 a 
Alwen wes roused from his sleep by the noise of the tex 
musie and hastened out to worsiip the Lerd whe ,he thought » was @ 


itswiile your servant nd devotes has to sleep fasting, , 
@ u need not go for slimes ,and no one dare laverterd at : 76 : 
ours of dinner or supper,! og ose 
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in procession,Cvricusly enough ,it we 8 a procession ,but he eat 
pot g isege "ef the iera thereiascad to his wonder and great 
it stepped right at bis door,Be saw Utéane Sembi come towards 1 
Piet, 5 om his head pong hey d } ee has sent you this. fis 
@ might; be plessee bo eocept ite a 
eee teen rT mM nothing red it .t BE never ssked Hin peg 
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One day , Anantacharya , otherwise know as Anantalwan, 
was One of the favourtite disciples of van Resenuje ,was diggin 
at the tank he had constructed at Tirupa and mede his wife 10 
was big with child at the time , carry away the earth on her head 
The Lord Venkatesea was peined to the heart at this | ct 
he thought; so he met her haif-wey disguised as one of her husb. 
disciples and reiieved her of her load as if ¥¢f by her husband 
It surprised +nanta to see her return so quiekl 7 nes 
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if His servants ,i have no eyes nor ears for anything else,* Be oe 
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" What ,even for Mz ?* — 
"Well ,did I make any exception 7% mf 
This was worse; end strange enough ,the Lord was nore Ay 6stte | 
yatifadd than offended at this evident snubbing eduinistered te 
ad a vague presentwent that Ananta would come out right in the end with 
ome unanswerable reason,So He decided to see the matter out and saids? — 
" Now ,if I ask you to go away Sram NOe0 7 would become 
service you lay so great a store 
_ oer” id 9 MY lord , rejoined énente in clor taoughtfu scanty 
ther he hitch,Since you would have ge speas OU e 
y faite te the words of the Holy Saint ( Nemmelvar ) af they go for an 
ning ,it would soem, y 9 U are the late comer, +he hill and the shr 
slong of right to the servants of the Lord.Y¥ o u but came here & oy 
sfore myself; both of us are here by the kind perwission of the spirit nf 
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f, 
“% 
Pe 

1 
a 


Onn, newiatnen. a worni onkwaesith 
LS gan, atavrts ASV 
oan sts Bion “~ “iascuait rhe Das: 
Ten mo do tse « 
Be geo ng aldg sa‘Saaed was Sa 
3 qed Ye ene sa Seatwygetd You-Blaed & 
e2tobio ERE SBE 


yos se = ouyenas bee b sgh 


+3 Patt da 
dedaus -_ thd *{ atds set yloola dg 
texdasd edg beqgoth issa8tto 
d ein cogqu eecid sewolicl oa 
e@iques ens atdsis boxseqqaakd 


S ody 2 ) acitewila’ 30 Deol ode exoted 
edd ao Asad betose ond at ented bivods 4 
ose x aon mi *{ agetadaey S10) ond 
ss vet adnst =) 
iden. mill accion 
» beboegoty 
murs pbs ow a uehhre. 
® wey al 
side a ton 
es) gol ons te a 


BULAAYA @10OR aaw Stel dis, no egassde bas os108W ase “ans 
eHimt* o¢ boredalainda soliduae Seebive oo debaeTio mand 
Soie bas of3 al Jngis Ine emoo binew shuacs sadd savetaseerg a o 
‘ghied bas Juo weds em edd eee of ote Of, neenet aid oiswenemy 
Gwesed hivow sade, sted wexk yews tA 
a tee pe i nge aoly 


eetaaoss Lo Sbclysoas eels at e@tasn4 Soateler* 
gly I - Oh Sten, 290 Kaege © t uies Eb: 
“8a. 507 og Kors its (caviemst ) 
OULtHS O47 bnew Litd sak. iemes etal ores 

oy ot lemme wo Y.daal hl in. : ae ee 
yo Fiatya | 20 solaginuseg bain odd eTed eta ef to 
a geda bad, Giasot viel edt as Bwe esae Dion 


asks me to quit (I have done noth: ss Aonerve 38; red 
think about —, Let noting ef sone e a 2 
and profitabl "e ‘ie 

van maya that made. then plage age serve $e ae 

made 
@ LORD HIMSELF ,and such me we Y 
thile on a it ak be Rg mative. 
& watercourse to partake of food tha 

hin fren Sivupats and sued 40 hia GG ar as Wi 
covered with ants.le was Selzed with a great fear e 


‘toate omens gg tons)? " These be these about born onthe fe 7 3 t- 2: mt 
insect , caceer ie font inane. it. Coupee aaa re? 
and reverentiy to ap they were ,It was not an » to 


eee the sacred precincts of the Reem Boone 
these who can claim that envied distinc 


ae Lb ~ ‘ - 


iisds lL , Siow, (¢ evaeeed of ot enob He qr) ais 
a a a wi gutdvemor 20 tie aw ged oLianaae 


o eid Ye thutus sigzes bas evotuned 
at oivaea opalg Meds ebam fat 


a 


BY agen ed a 


ae: Mee 


ry 
. 
. 
vi. OF 
‘ oe - 
“4 ~* . 
¥y 4 vie @ age? > oo , 
Sco ide dips; hai Tee, 
oe ) ‘ led . P 
» 4 ale he ‘ 
+ , ax f 
4 


; Ave a! 
vais ee Oe a 


Pe as | all a, 
7 , ‘an 
2 # hd 
» * ¢ 
: 4% ne 
“ee Al 
. « e* 
, m 4 ce - ie ¢ 
: ‘ is 4 
-i¥ a. ON ¥ "s 
\ ae, > 
4 _ ® 4 
. P| » ¢ 7 IMS BAS Pad 


1 
Pe 
= 
1” 
. 
rao 
ni 
A 
s 
S. 


@ 


ae oh neem 


- 
hte | 0 Salvi oat 


‘ 2 n r ro", . ‘s) : M f $0 
vata ) Vee | ‘pica twt: ini hes i 


-" . : ; :f 
sb 7 . \ y 2 -& 
»- E nd 


» 


‘on 


An 


ed ae Fo: ; Ss ./ 
ry "gy 4 Or x“ 4 ; Ay PA ; o 
A ares Pe Batacds : :. i eA Bi rei : 
Kon ; Sido CF gly Pes 4 
Bed ot OR ae Wi Sa Tbs 


| 


7 ; i MARS maa hee 


Pe ace JBhageven mans ‘hatbes® 


| ide the round of the seared 

. when he rey ® Perien owen coming towards wt setae odd 
. Woman ,untii i pess en ", called out Bhegeven jo ~ . 
— eet; eevee see os Pnen and F tote Aside | |} Weds 
es & you ® holiest of Brahzenas ? Towards  eoered 
of F Tirukksnonepuras behind ue ? To | the Lirv 
- Belied where Perakala waylaid the Lord 5 or vay the Ply 
ss Bed by Bin we « wateh—toufer @ Towards ras my Left , where ras 
of Tirwveli ? ich way , Soul of Purity » shell : 
aye caihens snob iar had. mele rhe fea tor sat ith oes he ta 
Beet 8 @ exclein aan w 

Of years and sha line’ pedtatry hove SUR Aatensd fied | 

z ef gine ond cast « thicker veli over sy eyes , 

the sweet privilege of recognizing the Lord's” chests Se “x 
_ - Badges would become you better than this revs tale Gal ben 
Ba : ina he uskea her to grace the Vaishusva fold 
ss peble presence and teke her legitiaete place near the | 
Bs a we Can see her even unto this day « 


oo Op tee Rae 
or *¢. . 
Th at 


al 
fem a fee 


